Infinitives are often used in Spanish
much like they are in English—to
complete or complement the main
verb. Remember that the verb’s

tense does not affect the infinitive’s
meaning or form:

ot S

VERB VERB + INFINITIVE

hahl-

1seguir (to manage to) eguin el prof
We managed to talk to the professor.

Other verbs that may be followed directly by an infinitive include:

(to believe) dar (to forget)
(to decide) arecet (to seem to)
(to allow, to let) sar (to intend)
(to want) ermitir (to allow)
uchar (to listen to) oder (to be able to)
perai (to hope, to wait) (to prefer)
er (to do, to make) rohibir (to prohibit)
(to try to) )romete (to promise)
(to achieve) Jueres (to want)
1andaz (to order to) recordar (to remember)
merecer (to deserve) (to know)
necesitar (to need, to have to) soler (to be accustomed to)
ofrece (to offer) temer (to fear)

An infinitive is also used after verbs of sense perception, such as oir, ver,
tir, mirar, and escuchar to indicate a completed event or action. Notice the differ-
ence when a gerund is used instead:

Le oi cantar I heard him sing.

Le oi cantando. I heard him (while he was) singing.
¢Me vieron salir Did you see me leave?

ndo? Did you see me (as I was) leaving?

cMe vieron salie

Remember that an active infinitive is used in Spanish, whereas the English
equivalent is passive. Verbs of this type include dejas , mandar, and hacer:

|

Les hicimos correr una milla We made them run a mile.
Mandé comprar los boletos I ordered tickets to be purchased.
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Several verbs in Spanish require the prepositions a, de, or en before being
joined with an infinitive. The following are used with a, which include verbs that
express motion:

,,,,,,,,,

VERB ; : Fr e

bajar a (to descend) Bajemos a comer. Let’s go down (stairs) to eat.
irse a (to leave) Se fueron a jugar. They went out to play.

subir a (to go up) Ha subido a dormir. He has gone up(stairs) to sleep.
aprender a (to learn to) Aprenderé a bailar. I’ll learn how to dance.
comenzar a (to begin to) Comenzé a llover. It began to rain.

ayudar a (to help to) Aytideme a hacerlo. Help me do it.

Other such verbs are:

acercarse a (to approach) ensefiar a (to teach, to show how)
acostumbrarse a (to be accustomed to) invitar a (to invite to)
aplicarse a (to apply oneself to) - llegar a (to get to, to achieve)
atreverse a (to dare to) llevar a (to lead to)

cuidar a (to take care of) meterse a (to start to)
decidirse a (to decide to) negarse a (to refuse to)
dedicarse a (to devote to) pararse a (to stop to)
disponerse a (to get ready to) ponerse a (to begin to)

echarse a (to begin to) prepararse a (to get ready to)
empezar a (to begin to) volver a (to do again)

These verbs require a de before an infinitive:

VERB VERB + de + INFINITIVE

acabar de (to have Acaba de sentarse. He has just sat down.
Just done something)

dejar de (to stop) Dejaron de gritar. They stopped yelling.
tratar de (to try to) No he tratado de entrar. I haven’t tried to enter.

Other such verbs include:

acordarse de (to remember) fastidiarse de  (to be weary of)
arrepentirse de (%o regret) guardarse de (to keep from)
asustarse de (to be afraid of) jactarse de (to boast of)
avergonzarse de (to be ashamed of) quejarse de (to complain of)
cansarse de (to grow tired of) olvidarse de (to forget)
cuidar de (to take care of) presumir de (to boast about) -
encargarse de  (to take charge of) terminar de (to stop)
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And these verbs take the preposition en before an infinitive:

VERB VERB + en + INFINITIVE
consistir en (%o consist of) Su objetivo consiste en buscar el tesoro.
His objective consists in searching for the treasure,
insistir en (to insist upon) Insistié en pintar su carro de blanco.
He insisted in having his car painted white.
quedar en (to agree to) Han quedado en salir en la tarde.
They have agreed to leave in the afternoon.

Other verbs using en include:

consentir en (to agree to) pensar en . (to think of)
dudar en (to hesitate over) persistir en _ (to persist in)
empefiarse en  (to insist on) tardar en (to delay in)
fijarse en (to concentrate on) terminar en (to end by)
insistir en (to insist on) vacilar en (to hesitate over)

There are also a few verbs that require the preposition con before the infini-
tive. Here are some examples: :

amenazar con (to threaten to) Amenazé con irse.
: She threatened to leave.
contar con (to count on) Cuento contigo.
I'm counting on you.
sonar con (to dream about) Sueiia con los angelitos.

Dream about little angels.

TIP

The infinitive often makes Spanish grammar easier. For example,
when the subject of the main verb is the same as the one of the
dependent verb, a dependent infinitive may be used:

Creo que ella tiene razon. I think she’s right.

‘Creo tener razon. I think I am right.
Geraldo dijo que eran locutores. Geraldo said they were announcers.
Geraldo dijo ser locutor. Geraldo said he was an announcer.
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LA PrRAcTICA 1

To complete the sentence, put one of the missing words—a, de, or en—on each line
below. If one is not needed, leave the line blank:

1. Le ayudaron __a caminar.

2. Acaban llegar.
3. Pensamos hacerlo més tarde.
4. Quisiera invitar a Susana.
5. Me cansé ' manejar solo.
6. Llegara ser un policia.
7. Insistian no comprélr un nuevo estéreo.
8. jFijate tus estudios!
9. Se olvido enviarle el regalo.
10. Podemos terminar pintar mafiana.

The Infinitive After Prepositions
El infinitivo después de preposiciones
The infinitive is often used as an object of a preposition. In Spanish, the
preposition goes first and the verb infinitive follows:

Lo hicimos para ayudarte. We did it in order to help you.
Estan cansados de mirar television. They’re tired of watching TV.
Comeremos después de jugar futbol. We'll eat after playing soccer.

La besé sin saber su nombre. 1 kissed her without knowing her name.
Iria a pesar de no tener. dinero. He’d go in spite of having no cash.

Other prepositions used with infinitives are:

por medio de by means of
al upon

con tal de provided that
por by

en vez de, en lugar de instead of
en caso de in case of
hasta until

antes de before
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In Spanish, the infinitive is also used after que in phrases such as algo que,
poco que, mucho que, tanto que, and nada que:

Tenian mucho que hacer. They had a lot to do.
No hay nada que limpiar. There is nothing to clean.

However, if the sentence expresses a search, a request, or a need for some-
thing, the preposition para is generally used instead:

Buscaron algo para leer. They looked for something to read.
Necesito tantas cosas para arreglarlo. I need so many things to fix it.

When estar is followed by para and the infini- TIP

tive, it means to be about to, but when estar is fol- Note how in Spanish an
lowed by por and the infinitive, it means fo be in infinitive is used after a
favor of: preposition, whereas in

English, a gerund (present
participle) is used:

Estoy para salir
o H después de viajar

I’'m about to leave.

after traveling
. antes de comer
Estoy por terminarlo. before eating
I'm in favor of finishing it.
LA PrAcTICA 2
Put the words in order in each of the following sentences:
1. bonito/ para/ busco/ comprar/ algo Busco algo bonito para comprar.

2. el desayuno/ listos/ comer/ estdbamos/ para

3. la noche/ sin/ trabajaba/ toda/ dormir

4. correré/ caminar/ al parque/ en lugar de

5. antes de/ te/ acostarme/ llamé

6. que/ nada/ no/ decirle/ hay

7. béishol/ después de/ se bafiaron/ jugar

8. musica/ para/ tocar/ estoy

9. mucho/ tenfa/ hacer/ ella/ que

10. carro/ tener/ irfa/ no/ a pesar de
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More Uses of the Infinitive
Otros usos del infinitivo
The infinitive is frequently used after impersonal expressions:

Es importante despertar temprano. It’s important to get up early.
Es necesario apagar las luces. It’s necessary to turn out the lights.
Es dificil cortar la carne. It’s difficult to cut meat.

Notice how the object naturally follows the transitive verb infinitive in this
construction:

Es dificil cortar la carne. It’s difficult to cut meat.
INFINITIVE OBJECT

However, if the object (or clause) does not follow the infinitive of a transitive
verb, the construction adjective + de + infinitive is used:

La carne es dificil de cortar. Meat is difficult to cut.
OBJECT  ADJ. + DE + INFINITIVE

Infinitives are also used after an interrogative adverb or “question word” in a

sentence:
¢Sabia qué hacer? Did she know what to do?
cEntienden como decirlo? Do they understand how to say it?
¢Encontraste donde mandarlas? Did you find out where to send them?

The words debe (should) and debe-de (must) have different meanings when
they precede the infinitive:

Ella debe llegar a las nueve. She should arrive at nine.
Ella debe de estar enferma. She must be sick.
The phrases tener que (to have to) and hay [p
que (one must) also precede the infinitive and have The “perfect” infinitive is
very practical uses: formed with the word
haber + past participle,
Ella tenia que manejar rapido. and it expresses an action
She had to drive fast. foio it I D L
: . action of the main verb:
Hay que evitar problemas monetarios. Sé fiérof Bin haber dicho
One must avoid financial problems. St
They left without having
Sometimes infinitives are used in elliptical | said anything.

expressions or casual commands:

cElla relajarse? Her, relax?
iA estudiar! Off to study!
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LA PrAcrIcA 3

Fill in the appropriate preposition to complete each sentence:

1. (in order to) Comemos _____ vivir. para
2. (after) Caminaré __ almorzar.
3. (instead of) Se acosté ___ salir.
4. (of) Estoy cansado __ leer.
5. (without) Entramos _______ pagar.
6. (before) Se baflaron _____ comer.
7. (upon) Se fue _ oir las voces.
8. (in spite of ) Me llama vivir en Cuba.
9. (provided that)  Iremos ver al alcalde:
10. (until) Estaré con él _____ llegar a casa.

Use infinitives as you translate these sentences into Spanish:

11. It’s possible to swim in the lake. " _Es posible nadar en el lago.

12. The room is easy to paint.

13. We have to write these words.

14. You (form. sing.) must play tennis.

15. Tell (inf.) me what to do.

16. They have many things to buy.
17. Off to work!

18. Does she know how to pronounce it?

19. It’s important to bring the books.

20. T was looking for something to eat.
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EL REPASO

- Answer these questions as you review this section on Spanish verbs. Combine
infinitives with prepositions in all your answers:

1. ¢Qué hace Ud. para mejorar su pronunciacion en espaol?

. ¢Habl6 Ud. espafiol ayer?

¢ (;Escucha;ba Ud. mdisica latina con sus amigos?

. ¢Va a tomar Ud. una clase de espafiol el préximo afio?

. ¢Por cuanto tiempo ha estudiado Ud. el espafol?

. ¢Habia Ud. comprado otro libro de gramatica antes de comprar éste?
. ¢Esta practicando Ud. el espafiol en este momento?

. ¢Anoche estaba leyendo un libro en espafiol?

CO/ HOON T =L L O e G0 N

. ¢Viajaria Ud. a Espafia si tuviera la oportunidad?

—
(2,

. ¢Por qué quiere Ud. aprender mads espafiol?
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Culture Capsule 2

Religious Holidays in Latin America
Las celebraciones religiosas en Latinoamérica
a conquista espafiola trajo consigo la influencia catdlica a Latinoamérica. Las
fiestas religiosas més importantes son la Navidad, la Pascua de Reyes, la
. Cuaresma, y la Pascua de Resurreccién. La celebracién de la Navidad es muy
similar a la estadounidense, con la gente saliendo de compras, decorando sus hoga-
res con arboles navidefios, ornamentos, y luces. Sin embargo, en Latinoamérica, el
festejo de la Navidad es el dia 24 en la noche (Nochebuena). En esta ocasién, las
familias se juntan para conmemorar el nacimiento del nifio Jests o la encarnacion
de Dios, y compartir una cena suculenta, brindis y regalos. En muchos paises lati-
noamericanos también se asiste a una misa navidefia a las 12 de la noche o Misa de
Gallo. La mafiana comienza con un desayuno suntuoso de chocolate caliente y
panetén o rosca navidefia (panes dulces con frutas secas, pasas, y glaceado de azu-
car). Las decoraciones de Navidad se mantienen generalmente hasta el dia 6 de
enero, cuando se celebra la llegada de los Reyes Magos.

La fiesta de los Reyes Magos es conocida como la Pascua de Reyes. En esta
oportunidad, muchas familias y amistades se juntan en la noche del 5 de enero para
celebrar el comienzo de la Epifania o manifestacién de Jestis como Dios. En algunos
paises latinoamericanos, los nifios esperan recibir sus regalos en esta fecha. Las
decoraciones tipicas de esta época en muchas iglesias son de color verde, el cual
simboliza crecimiento y vida. Al mismo tiempo, otros lugares en Latinoamérica
celebran este dia con festivales, donde se preparan y venden muchas comidas
autéctonas, bajo el son de miisica tipica y la representacién de bailes folcléricos, con
vestimentas tradicionales y ornamentadas.

Otra celebracién importante es la Cuaresma, la cual comienza el primero de
marzo y termina el dia anterior a la Pascua de Resurreccién. La Cuaresma son
cuarenta dias de reflexién y arrepentimiento en preparacion a la Semana Santa. En
la mayoria de las iglesias, la decoracién es de color morado o azul, colores que sim-
bolizan adoracién y veneracién divina.

Finalmente, otra festividad importante es la Pascua de Resurreccion, donde se
celebra la resurreccion de Jests tres dias después de la Pascua Judia. En la mayoria
de las iglesias los colores de la celebracién son blanco y dorado. Una costumbre
tradicional en el dia de Pascua de Resurreccién es la asistencia a un misa en la
mafiana del domingo para luego disfrutar con los familiares-un almuerzo o cena,
indicando el término del ayuno.
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PREGUNTAS

* :Qué sirven para el desayuno en Navidad?

* :Qué es la Cuaresma?

¢ ¢:En qué fecha se celebra la Nochebuena?

* :Como celebran la fiesta de los Reyes Magos?

¢ ¢Cudl es una costumbre tradicional en el dia de la Pascua de Resurreccién?
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cCudnto sabe usted?

How Much Do You Know Already?

1. What is the difference in meaning between un agua énd el agua?
2. Change the sentence El lipiz es verde to the plural.

3. What is the plural for el paraguas?

4. Is dentista a masculine or feminine noun?

5. How do you say It’s the best in Spanish?

The Nouns

Gender
El género :
Nouns in Spanish are either MASCULINE (el) or FEMININE (I2) in gender.
The general rule is that most masculine nouns end in -0 and most feminine nouns
end in -a: G

el libro la mesa

el carro ' la tarjeta

el tiempo la puerta

el perro la libra

el juego ; la computadora
el estomago la tinta

el estudio la cara

el punto la mancha‘*

el establo la letra
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Obviously, in terms of one’s gender, masculine nouns refer to males, while
feminine nouns refer to females:

el nifio la nifa

el muchacho la muchacha
el sefior la sefiora

el profesor la profesora
el hombre la mujer

el hermano la hermana
el rey la reina

There are, however, some nouns that end in -o that are feminine, and some
nouns that end in -a that are masculine. They need to be memorized:

; ‘1‘». 57 ,:F:i‘E.z' -2
el planeta la foto
el dia la mano
el tranvia la radio

Notice the final -ma pattern with these masculine nouns:

MASCULINE FEMININE
el clima el emblema
el problema el dilema
el sistema el diploma
el programa el enigma
el idioma el poema
el diagrama el drama

Nouns that end in any letter besides -0 or -a in Spanish generally need to be
learned separately:

el desfile la luz

el pie la carne
el barril la carcel
el cine la flor
el baile la gente
el cajon la llave
el jardin la miel
el amor la clase
el pan la red

el arroz la torre
el papel la piel
el mes la voz

el puente la fuente
el ataud la senial
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LA PrRAcTICA 1

By looking at the last few letters of a noun, one can often determine its gen-
der. For example, nouns ending in -dad, -tad, -tud, -umbre, -ién, -cia, -sis, -itis,
-nza, -ie, -ez, or -eza are usually feminine:

la verdad
la libertad
la virtud

la certidumbre

la union

la importancia

la paralisis
la amigdalitis
la resperanza
la serie

la madurez
la tristeza

Similarly, nouns ending in -ambre, -or, -aje, -an,
or a vowel that is stressed are usually masculine:

el hambre
el tractor
el garaje

el desvdn
el champu

TIP A
La toto (photograph)
and (2 moto (motorcycle)
are actually abbreviated
forms of the words

la fotografia and la
motocicleta,

Indicate the gender of these nouns correctly by inserting el or la:

i3

10.
1013
12

2
)
4
3.
6
i
8
9

el

disfraz
mapa
edad
cometa
lodo
pasaporte
especie
pared
tema
rubi
faringitis

pez
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135 valor
S cumbre

15. jarabe

LA PRrRAcTICA 2

Each one of these is a common MASCULINE noun ending in the letter a; spell it
correctly:

1. maoidi idioma

. mlica

. mntfsaaa

. bolpamre

. groaamrp

. pmaa

. ardam

. pteoa

WHE TGO =~ oY G s 0O EBRY

. pnaaelt

—
(=

. smtasie

—
—

. mleaid

—
\S)

. dirmgaaa

More About Nouns and Gender
Otros aspectos de los sustantivos y sus géneros
Nouns referring to people that end in -or, -és, -6n, and -in are generally mas-
culine, and simply require the addition of an -a to become feminine. Notice there is
no accent in the feminine form:

el director la directora
el japongés la japonesa
el campedén la campeona
el bailarin : la bailarina
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Some nouns that refer to people change their article but keep only one form:

el/la dentista
el/la especialista
el/la cantante
el/la democrata
el/la profesional
el/la atleta

el/la martir
el/la intérprete

" However, a few nouns apply to both females and males:

la persona
el fantasma
el amor

el pajaro

el biiho

el/la pianista
el/la estudiante
el/la guia

el/la lider

el/la modelo
el/la testigo
el/la joven
el/la espia

el aguila

el bebé

el personaje
la rata

la victima

TIR:

The letters of the
alphabet are feminine:
la a, la hache, la i.

Remember, too, that many words change meaning with a change in gender:

el papa pope la papa

el policia police officer la policia
el capital capital (money) la capital
el mafiana tomorrow la mafiana
el cura priest la cura

el frente front la frente
el radio radius la radio

el orden orderliness la orden

potato

police department
capital city
morning

cure

forehead

radio programming
command

Still other nouns are altered slightly when they change from the masculine to

the feminine form.

MASCULINE FEMININE MASCULINE FEMININE
el poeta la poetisa el tigre la tigresa
el rey la reina ' el leén la leona

el héroe la heroina el caballo la yegua

el duque la duquesa el gallo la gallina
el conde la condesa el toro la vaca
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The names for most trees are masculine, but their fruit is generally feminine:

MASCULINE TREE FEMININE FruIT
el palto la palta

el olivo la oliva

el peral la pera

el naranjo _ la naranja

el cerezo la cereza

el manzano la manzana

el almendro la almendra

Masculine nouns include the names for the days of the week and the months
of the year, colors and numbers, languages and foreign words, and the names for
rivers, oceans, and seas:

Trabajo el lunes y €l trabaja el martes.
I work on Monday and he works on Tuesday.

Enero es el mes mas frio. January is the coldest month.
(Months are not preceded by articles, but are masculine in construction.)

El nuevo vestido no va ni con el rojo ni con el verde.
The new dress goes neither with the red nor the green one.

El tres y el siete siempre me traen mucha suerte.
Three and seven always bring me a lot of luck.

El griego y el hebreo son idiomas dificiles de aprender.
Greek and Hebrew are difficult languages to learn.

Estudiaba el marketing, pero trabajo en el delivery.
I studied marketing, but I work in delivery.

El océano Atlantico es mas frio que el Pacifico.
The Atlantic Ocean is colder than the Pacific.

El rio Orinoco te llevara hasta el Caribe.
The Orinoco River will take you to the Caribbean.

Compound words that are made up of a verb and a noun are also masculine:

El sacacorchos estd en el lavaplatos. (The bottle opener is in the dishwasher.)
VERB-NOUN VERB-NOUN
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Verb infinitives used as nouns are masculine as well:
El beber alcohol es prohibido. Drinking alcohol is prohibited.

+ A noun that begins with a stressed 2 or ha is considered feminine, even though
it takes the masculine article in the singular and the feminine article in the plural:

El agua esta fria. The water is cold.
Las aguas de Hawaii son lindas The Hawaiian seas are lovely.

The word arte is masculine in the singular and feminine in the plural:

El arte en el pasillo es magnifico. The art in the hallway is magnificent.
Quisiera estudiar las artes. I'would like to study the arts.

LA PrRAcTICA 3

Identify the correct gender of each noun below. Write ¢1/1x if both genders apply or
leave blank if no article is used:

il el paraguas
mayo
turista

persona

)

3

4

Ot Mississippi
6 agente

4 dguila

8 fantasma
9 turista

10 jazz

Nouns qnd Articlcs 177



Translate the following nouns into Spanish. Some may require both el and la:

11. French el francés, la francesa

12. apple

13. victim

14. Thursday

15. potato
16. forehead

17. artist

18. eighteen

19. olive tree

20. champion

Number
El nvdimero
“Number” refers to a noun being either SINGULAR or PLURAL. As in
English, Spanish nouns form the plural by adding s or es. Those ending in a vowel
add s; those ending in y or a consonant add es:

Singular Plural

el hombre . los hombres
la cama las camas

el cliente los clientes
la lagrima las lagrimas
la blusa las blusas

el reloj los relojes
la mujer las mujeres_
la ley -las leyes

el papel los papeles
el azucar los azﬁcargi

Notice how nouns with an accent mark on the next to the last syllable (azticar)
in the singular do not lose the accent in the plural form (aziicares). However, nouns
with a final stressed syllable generally have no accent mark in the plural:

el autobus
el franceés
el carton

los autobuses
los franceses
los cartones
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Other spelling changes include those nouns ending in -z, which becomes
-ces in the plural:

Compreé el lapiz verde una vez. I hought the green pencil once.
Compreé los lapices rojos dos veces. I bought the red pencils twice.

And nouns ending in -1 or -11 add -es instead of -s in the plural:

Hay un dibujo de un colibri en el mendi.
There’s a drawing of a hummingbird on the menu.

Hay un dibujo de los colibries en los meniies.
There’s a drawing of hummingbirds on the menus.

Some nouns remain the same in both the singular and the plural. These con-
sist of more than one syllable and end in an unstressed vowel + s:

el analisis los analisis

el paraguas los paraguas

el miércoles los miércoles TIP

la tesis las tesis Don’t forget that the masculine
noun in the plural often refers to

el lunes los lunes

males and females combined:

. Vendran todos mis tios.
Other nouns are either always or almost All my aunts and uncles will come.

always used in the plural form: Los maestros llegaron.
The (male and female) teachers
las tenazas los alrededores arrived.

¢Quiénes son tus hermanos?

los alicates los gemelos :

; & : Who are your brothers and sisters?
las cosquillas los viveres
los modales los anteojos

las tijeras

Some nouns shift their stress to another syllable in the plural form (e.g.,
régimen -> regimenes), while nouns such as examen and origen actually add an
accent mark (e.g., exdmenes, origenes).

Also remember there is no plural form for a proper name referring to a fam-
ily (for example, Los Garcia van a tener una fiesta); however, a plural form is
used when a group of people happen to have the same name (Hay muchos Garcias
en Los Angeles). :

Spanish often uses the singular when the plural is used in English:

Recibieron Uds. su cheque. You all got paychecks.
Nos quitamos el abrigo. We took off our coats.
Se mojaron la cabeza. They got their heads wet.
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LA PrRAcTICA 4

Change these isolated words to their plural form:

1. xey los reyes

2. inglés

. reloj

. ganador

. trombén

. sabado

. Cruz

9
4
o
6. jabali
{
8
9

. abrelatas

10. té

Write YES if the noun has a plural form and NO if it does not:
11. trafico NO

12. crisis
13. algo
14. deber
15. razén
16. hambre
17. alma
18. salud
19. pez

20. oeste
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The Articles

The Definite Article

T avtinals ooy
El articulo d;“] Iniao

The definite articles in Spanish
correspond to the article the in
English. The four Spanish definite
articles must agree with their nouns
in both gender and number.

Singular el la

Plural los las
el papel y la pluma the paper and the pen
los papeles y las plumas the papers and the pens

Definite articles are used more frequently in Spanish than they are in English.
Not only do they appear before specific persons, places, and things, but they are also
used with nouns in a general or generic sense:

El cartero no vino. The mail carrier didn’t come.
La leche tiene muchas vitaminas. Milk has a lot of vitamins.

Definite articles can be used before abstract nouns as well:

La vida es dificil. Life is tough.
¢Donde esta la justicia? Where is justice?

The definite article is not used, however, before those nouns that refer to an
unspecified amount or only part of a complete set:

Jaime vendia zanahorias. Jaime used to sell carrots.
Tu amiga necesita amor y carifio.  Your friend needs love and care.
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Other Common Uses of the Definite Article

» Before titles of address followed by a proper name, except when the person
is being spoken to directly:

La doctora Smith es la cirujana. Dr. Smith is the surgeon.
¢Cudndo se caso el Sr. Prado? When did Mr. Prado get married?
Profesor Lara, qué hora es? Professor Lara, what time is it?

The definite article is dropped, however, before titles such as don,
dona, Santo, San, and Santa:

¢Has leido las palabras de San Pedro?
Have you read the words of St. Peter?

» With articles of clothing and parts of the body. Notice how English uses
possessive pronouns instead:

Me voy a quitar la camisa. I'm going to take off my shirt.
Le duelen los brazos. Her arms hurt.

» With the time of day, the days of the week, and the seasons of the year.

Tengo cita a las tres. I have an appointment at three.
Trabajaban los viernes. They used to work on Fridays.

El otofio es mi estacion favorita. Fall is my favorite season.

However, the definite article may be eliminated after the word en
when it is implied that something happens every season:

Juego tenis en verano. I play tennis in the summer.

Also remember that the definite article is not used with the days of
the week when they follow the verb ser:

Hoy es lunes y ayer fue domingo.
Today is Monday and yesterday was Sunday.

o With the names of mountains, rivers, and oceans:

Hemos viajado por los Andes.
We have traveled through the Andes.

El rio Panama queda en Centroameérica.
The Panama River is located in Central America.

Me compraria una casa en la costa del Pacifico.
I would buy a house on the Pacific Coast.
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¢ With the names of some countries; however, all cities, countries, and conti-
nents require the definite article when they are modified:

El Brasil tiene miisica linda y alegre.
Brazil has beautiful music.

Estudiaron la historia de la Grecia antigua.
They studied the history of ancient Greece.

Los inmigrantes vendran del Africa central.
The immigrants will come from central Africa.

Those countries that are generally preceded by a definite article
include la Argentina, el Ecuador, el Peru, el Brasil, el Panama,
el Paraguay, el Uruguay, la Repiiblica Dominicana, los Estados
Unidos, el Canadai, la India, el Japon, and la Suiza.

* Before the names of languages, except when the name follows the word en
or the verb hablar:

El inglés es dificil de aprender. English is difficult to learn.
Me encanta conversar en francés. I love to converse in French.

Todos hablaban italiano. Everyone was speaking Italian.

* Before infinitives or adjectives that are used as nouns:

El correr es buen ejercicio. Running is good exercise.
Quiere comprar el mas chico. He wants to buy the smallest one.

Some phrases in English require the definite article in Spanish when translated:

Let’s go home. Vamos a la casa.
It’s two dollars per pound. Cuesta dos dolares la libra.
What was on TV? ¢Que salio6 en la television?

Converscly, some phrases that require the definite article in English do not
include it in the Spanish translation:

Se mudaron a Buenos Aires, capital de la Argentina.
They moved to Buenos Aires, the capital of Argentina.

Paramos en la gasolinera en camino.
We stopped at the gas station on the way.

¢Qué saben Uds. de Luis XIV?
What do you know about Louis the Fourteenth?
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However, the definite article TIP

is almost DRVEN used a}fter the verb Remember that there are only two contractions
haber. Nor is it used in compound in Spanish, and they both include the definite
nouns that are formed by the word article cl:

de: de + el = del
Son plantas del desierto.
Habian moscas en la cocina. Z‘h:ye?r:p gnts ot the desert.
There were flies in the Ritchen. Fuimos 2! parque ayer.
We went to the park yesterday.
Nora tiene dolor de estomago. The only exception is when the article is part
Nora has a stomachache. of a proper name:

iVamos a El Paso! Let’sgo to El Paso!

LA PRACTICA 5

Translate these sentences into Spanish:

1. The office opens at seven o’clock. La oficina abre a las siete.

. Love is everywhere.

. It costs a dollar a foot.

. They have not worked at night.

. The man and woman are here.

. Put on your sweater, my love.

. My friend will come on Thursday.

. We went to church.

TS SRl SN - op) Wil U RN SN T )

. Lima 1is in Peru.

—
=

. Mrs. Toledo has arrived.

Fill in the blank with a definite article only if the sentence needs one:

11. Vivian en _la_ Espafia romdntica.

12. He hablado con _____ Sr. Hugo.

13. No puede decirlo en ____ inglés.

14. Tomaban ____ cerveza toda la noche.
15.____ primavera es la estacién mds hermosa.

16. Venga a Quito, capital del Ecuador.
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17. Mafiana no es martes.

18. Lo escuchamos en radio.

19. Uruguay estd en América del Sur.

20. Cruzaria océano Atlantico.

21. Hay nifios en el jardin.

22, choferes manejan los camiones.
23. Hola, Dra. Roberts.
24, montar caballo es divertido.

25. Hablo alemadn.

The Indefinite Artﬁcle

El articulo indefi

Like the definite articles, the indefinite articles must change so that they agree
with their nouns in both gender and number. The indefinite articles un and una

are similar to the articles a or an in English, while unos and unas mean some or
a few:
MASCULINE FEMININE
Singular
Plural
un papel y una a paper and a pen
unos papeles y unas plumas  some papers and a few pens

The singular masculine form 1

is used before all feminine nouns that begin

with a stressed a or ha. The plural form of the article, however, is in the feminine:

Vimos un agi

TImina ftin a5
Vimos unds aguiias.

[ o Y P
I'enian un hacha.

Tenian unas hachas.

We saw an eagle.
We saw a couple of eagles.

They had a hatchet.
They had some hatchets.

Other nouns following these rules are agua (water), ancla (anchor), alga
(algae), alma (soul), arca (ark), drea (area), arma (weapon), habla (speech), hada
(fairy), harpa (harp), hambre (hunger), haba (bean).
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Indefinite articles are primarily used before TIP

count nouns in a general sense, including those s a1 ket ite dlan -t
nouns 1n a series: cardinal number orne in
. Spanish:
Una persona honesta devolvi6 el dinero. Sélo tenian una pelota.

They only had one ball.
Quisiera dos naranjas

" y un platano.
Encontré un cuaderno, una pluma, Td like two oranges and

y un lapiz. one banana.
I found a notebook, a pen, and a pencil.

An honest person returned the money.

However, the indefinite article is usually dropped after the verbs tener,
llevar, buscar, comprar, sacar, and usar:

;Compraste carne? Did you buy meat?
Han tenido problemas. They’ve had problems.
Voy a llevar impermeable. I'm going to wear a raincoat.

The indefinite article is also omitted before a predicate noun that indicates
nationality, profession, religion, gender, rank, or marital status. These sentences
often include the verb ser:

Es ‘pintor. He’s a painter.
Son griegos. They’re Greek.
Soy cristiana. I'm a Christian.

However, when the predicate noun is modified, the indefinite article is used:

El es un pintor de casas. He’s a house painter.
Son unos griegos que hablan francés.  They’re Greeks who speak French.
Yo soy una cristiana evangélica. I'm an evangelical Christian.

The definite article is also omitted in many common expressions and exclama-
tions. These include phrases with ;Qué...!, mil, ciento, medio, otro, sin, tal, and

cierto:
{Qué vista tan bonita! - What a pretty view!
Media hora A half hour
iMil gracias! Many (a thousand) thanks!
Cierto hombre A certain man
iSin duda! Without a doubt!
Otro dia Another day

The use or omission of an article can change the meaning of a sentence.
Notice how these three sentences differ in translation:

Ella no quiere agua. She doesn’t want (any) water.

Ella no quiere el agua. She doesn’t want the water (that we know about).
Ella no quiere un agua.  She doesn’t want a (serving of) water.
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LA PrRAcTICA 6

Fill in each line with the appropriate indefinite article.
ik

—
&

S - - T T - ©

un alma
agua
arpas
medio kilo
hacha
cierta persona
irlandés
dreas
policia

hambre

Fill in the lines with either the definite or indefinite article if it is required.
Otherwise, leave it blank:

11. ¢Dénde estd __el arma que compraste?

12.
155
14.
15.
16.
iy
8% B8
19,
20.

Creo que tiene _____ problemas personales.
Trajo ___ agllay 2 &¥ leche?

Soy ______ japonés.

iQué __ l4stima!

No me lavé _ manos.

Me costo cien délares.

musica cldsica me interesa mucho.

Me dijo que clima habia cambiado.

¢Sabes tocar arpa?
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The Neuter Article lo
El articulo neutro lo
Lo is considered the neuter article in Spanish because it refers to neither the
feminine nor the masculine. It is primarily used before the masculine singular form
of an adjective that is being used as a noun simply to express a specific quality or
abstract idea:

Lo bueno es que ellos hablan espafiol. Lo malo es que no van a venir.

The good thing is they speak Spanish. The bad news is they’re not coming.

Siempre terminan con lo mas importante.
They always finish with the most important (thing).

Lo is also used before past participles:

Lo dicho fue interesante. What has been said was interesting.
No entiendo lo escrito. Idon’t understand what has been written.

The construction lo + adjective or adverb + que expresses how in English.
Notice that the gender or number of the adjective does not matter:

Sabemos lo inteligentes que son.  We know how smart they are.
cVieron lo caro que fue? Did you see how expensive it was?

El me decia lo bien que hacias ese trabajo.
He told me how well you were doing that job.

When o precedes de or del, it implies the matter or business concerning:

No hemos estudiado lo del incidente de Watergate.
We haven'’t studied the matter concerning Watergate.

El maestro explicara lo del examen final.
The teacher will explain the business about the final exam.

The article lo is also part of several common expressions in Spanish:

Lo contrario The opposite

Lo mas posible As much as possible
Lo unico The only one

Lo mismo The same thing

Lo mejor The best
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LA PRACTICA 7

Translate these phrases into Spanish using the neuter article lo:

—

. It’s the good, the bad, and the ugly. Es lo bueno, lo malo, y lo feo.

2.1 heard the matter concerning the doctor.

. She ran as little as possible.

3
4. We saw how tall he is.

. They would do the same.

S
6. What’s been done is the most important.
-

. Have they read what is written?

- 8.1 know how necessary it is.
9

. We deserve the best.

10. It surprisés me how well he sings.

Possession with de
La posesion con de
Possession in Spanish is expressed by de or by the construction de + article
+ possessor. Obviously, there is no ’s as there is in English:

Tenemos el carro de Ramon. We have Ramdn’s car.
No es la casa de Adela. It isn’t Adela’s house.
Abra la puerta de la oficina. Open the office door.

DE + ARTICLE
+ POSSESSOR

Necesito los nombres de las chicas. I need the girls’ names.

DE + ARTICLE
+ POSSESSOR
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The contraction del is often used in sentences

that express possession, including those where peo-
ple have specific titles:

LA PRAcCTICA 8

Buscaron la entrada del hospital.
They looked for the hospital entrance.

¢Donde estara la esposa del Dr. Lara?
Where in the world is Dr. Lara’s wife?

Show possession between the following sets of words:

s

. Las pdginas/ el libro
. El duefio/ estos zapatos

. Los libros/ Dra. Ortega

2
3
4
5)
6.
i
8. El negocio/ tu familia
9

. Las sonrisas/ Carla y Lidia

TIP

The construction :de quicn
+ ser? means Whose? in
English: 5

¢De quién es el suéter?
Whose sweater is it?

;De quién son estos
formularios?

Whose forms are these?

El gato/ mi hermana el gato de mi hermana

. El restaurante/ el hotel

Las herramientas/ los obreros

. Las recetas/ Silvia

10. El trono/ rey David

190 Complete Spanish Grammar Review




:Cuanto sabe usted ~\
(I’{ow Much Do You Know Already? z\.& i}
1. What does Bail ‘ mean?

2. Is it No necesito tantc , or N esito dinero tanto? Why?

3. What does suavisimo mean in English?

4. What are people from Berlin called in Spanish?
5. What do you call people from Costa Rica in Spanish?

Adjective Agreements
Concordancias del adietiv

An adjective is a word that limits or describes a noun or pronoun. An adjec-
tive in Spanish must agree with the noun it modifies in gender and in number.
Adjectives ending in o in the masculine change to  to form the feminine, and the

plural is formed by adding an =:

Delicious
MASCULINE FEMININE
Singular liciose 1o
Plural leliciosos delicsscd
Adjectives ending in either a consonant, -e, or -ista have only one singular
and one plural form:
Easy

MASCULINE/ FEMININE
Singular facil
Plural faciles
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Big

MASCULINE/ FEMININE
Singular grande
Plural grandes

Socialist

MASCULINE/FEMININE
Singular socialista
Plural socialistas

Adjectives ending in the suffixes -an, -on or -dor add an -a to form the femi-
nine. The plurals are formed by adding -es to the masculine and -s to the feminine.
Notice how the accent mark is dropped when an ending is added:

Lazy

MASCULINE FEMININE
Singular holgazan holgazana
Plural holgazanes holgazanas

Whining

MASCULINE FEMININE
Singular lloron llorona
Plural llorones lloronas

Hard-working

MASCULINE FEMININE
Singular trabajador trabajadora
Plural trabajadores trabajadoras

Most adjectives of nationality or place of origin have four basic forms—two
masculine (-0, -0s) and two feminine (-a, -as):

Italian
MASCULINE FEMININE
Singular italiano ialiana
Plural italianos italianas
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South American

MASCULINE FEMININE
Singular sudamericano suadmericana
Plural sudamericanos sudamericanas

Those nationalities ending in a consonant follow the same rules as other
adjectives—the a is added to form the feminine, es is added to form the masculine
plural, and the accent mark is dropped when an ending is added:

French
MASCULINE FEMININE
Singular francés francesa
Plural franceses francesas
Spanish
MASCULINE FEMININE
Singular espariol espafiola
Plural espanoles espanolas

However, a few nationalities and places of origin are unique and have only
one singular and one plural form. These generally have the suffixes -ita, -ense, -a,

1, and -u:

Vietnamese

MASCULINE/FEMININE
Singular vietnamita
Plural vietnamitas

Canadian

MASCULINE/ FEMININE
Singular canadiense
Plural canadienses

Iraqi

MASCULINE/FEMININE
Singular iraqui
Plural iraquies
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¢ Countries and nationalities in Spanish

Alemania — aleman

Arabia Saudita — saudi

la Argentina — argentino

Australia — australiano

Austria — austriaco, austriaco

el Brasil — brasilefio

Bélgica — belga

Bolivia — boliviano

el Canada — canadiense

Chile — chileno

China — chino

Colombia — colombiano

Corea del Norte — norcoreano

Corea del Sur — sudcoreano

Costa Rica — costarriqueiio,
costarricense

Cuba — cubano

Dinamarca — danés

el Ecuador — ecuatoriano

Egipto — egipcio

El Salvador — salvadoreiio

Escocia — escocés

Espana — espariol

los Estados Unidos —

estadounidense, norteamericano

Finlandia — finlandés

las Filipinas — filipino
Francia — francés

Gales — galés

Gran Bretafia — britanico
Grecia — griego
Guatemala — guatemalteco
Haiti — haitiano
Honduras — hondurefio
Hungria — hiingaro

la India — indio
Inglaterra — inglés

Irak, Iraq — iraki, iraqui
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Iran — Irani

Irlanda — irlandés

Israel — israeli

Italia — italiano

el Japon — japonés

Kuwait — kuwaiti

Libano — libanés

Marruecos — marroqui

México, Méjico — mexicano,
mejicano

Noruega — noruego

Nueva Zelanda — neozelandés

Nicaragua — nicaragiiense

los Paises Bajos — holandés

Palestina — palestino

el Panama — panamerfio

el Paraguay — paraguayo

el Peru — peruano

Polonia — polaco

Portugual — portugués

Puerto Rico — puertorriqueio

la Republica Dominicana —
dominicano

Rusia — ruso

Siria — sirio

Sudafrica — sudafricano

Sudian — sudanés

- Suecia — sueco

la Suiza — suizo
Tailandia — tailandés
Taiwan — taiwanés
Tunez — tunecino
Turquia — turco

- el Uruguay — uruguayo

Venezuela — venezolano
Vietnam — vietnamita
Yemen — yemeni




Remember that adjectives of nationality (los gentilicios) are not capitalized
in Spanish:

* Continents

Africa — africano

la Antartida — antdrctico

el Artico — artico

Asia — asiatico

Centroamérica — centroamericano
Europa — europeo

* Islands
las Antillas — antillano
las Bahamas — bahamiano
las Canarias — canario
Corsica — corsicano
Creta — cretense
Mallorca — mallorquin
Malta — maltés

¢ Cities
Berlin — berlinense
Bogota — bogotano
Buenos Aires — bonaerense, porteio
Florence — florentino
Lima — limefio
Londres — londinense
Madrid — madrilefio
Moscii — moscovita
Nuevo York — neoyorquino
Paris — parisino, parisiense
Roma — romano
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LA PrRAcTICA 1

Read each sentence and tell what it is about. Use hay to respond.:

i

10.

. Las plumas son negras.
. Los nifios son preguntones.

. Las amigas son cosmopdlitas.

. La fruta estd podrida.

2
3
g
5)
6
7
8. Los compafieros son comunistas.
9

. El agua estd sucia.

La sopa estd caliente. Hay sopa caliente.

Los ingleses estan alegres.

. El aire est4 fresco.

Los estudiantes son canadienses.

For each country below, write the feminine plural form for its nationality:

i
12.
13,
14.
160
16.
17.
18.
19,
20.

Alemania alemanas

Grecia

Italia

Espana

Vietnam

el Brasil

Portugal
El Salvador

China

Puerto Rico
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CROSSWORD 8

il N

Translate these into Spanish:

Across Down
2. any 1. hard-working
4. silly 3. ancient :
5. clever 6. interesting
7. funny « 8. worse
9. thdrd v 10. dangerous
12. several : 11. painted
14. happy 13. Pole
15. some 16. Greek
18. sad 17. beautiful
19 pink
20. long
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Adjective Position
La posicion del adjetivo
Although adjectives in Spanish generally appear after the nouns they modify,
there are cases where they may be placed before. For example, the adjective appears
before the noun in exclamations with Oué:

{Qué linda flor! What a lovely flower!
{Qué brillante alumno! What a brilliant student!
{Qué dificil problema! What a difficult problem!

Adjectives of inherent nature or quality also precede the noun. Notice how
these adjectives do not add new information about the nouns they modify:

el frio hielo the cold ice
la peligrosa leona the dangerous lioness
el chistoso payaso the funny clown

An adjective is frequently placed before a noun when it expresses the
speaker’s personal opinion or judgment. These adjectives include words such as
bueno, malo, mejor, and peor:

Creo que tenemos la mejor compaiiia. I believe we have the best company.
Pienso que seria una buena idea. I think that it would be a good idea.

Adjectives that express number or quantity also precede the noun in Spanish.
These include words such as alguno, ninguno, poco, mucho, bastante, tanto,
suficiente, todos, otro, cada, varios, mismo, and ambos:

Hemos tenido bastante ayuda. We’ve had plenty of help.

Le faltan dos tornillos. It’s missing two screws.

No necesito tanto dinero. I don’t need that much money.
Tendran que comprar otra camara. They’ll have to buy another camera.

Habldabamos el mismo idioma. We spoke in the same language.

Some adjectives actually differ in meaning depending on whether they pre-
cede or follow a noun. Notice how a few have shortened forms:

diferentes sitios comidas diferentes
several places distinct foods

el alto puesto el arbol alto

the high position the tall tree

la pobre situacion la mujer pobre

the pathetic situation the impoverished woman
un simple saludo una persona simple

a mere greeting a simple-minded person
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the only sock the unique tie

long-time friends old knives

the half gallon middle class
certain person sincere promise

a fine doctor a well-behaved girl
a great actor a large hammer

However, the adjective generally follows the noun when it is modified by an
adverb:

It wasn’t that difficult a problem.
She had very long hair.
I want a sweeter drink.

In addition, demonstrative and possessive adjectives in Spanish always precede
the nouns they modify:

Those answers are excellent.
Where are our newspapers?

Generally speaking, when an adjective
follows a noun in Spanish, it often
carries a more emphatic meaning than
if it were placed before:

Fue un hermoso dia.

It was a beautiful day.

Fue un dia hermoso.
It was a beautiful day!

The Adjectives 199



LA PrRAcTICA 2

Translate these phrases from English into Spanish:

1. the only pen la tinica pluma

. bad luck

. a very delicious pear

. white snow

. a certain teacher

. the same paper

2
3
4
5. the green chairs
6
i
8

. an impoverished man
9. the new flowers

10. What big eyes!

Adjectives in Shortened Forms
Adjetivos abreviados
Some adjectives drop their final o when placed before a masculine noun.
Notice the accent mark on ningiin and algun:

uno un televisor
bueno buen padre
malo mal dia
primero primer hijo
tercero tercer plato
alguno algun libro
ninguno ningan carro

In some cases, grande, ciento, and Santo drop their final syllable before a
noun. For example, grande becomes gran before a noun when it carries the mean-
ing of excellence rather than large in size:

Ella es una gran cantante. She’s a great singer.
Tengo pies grandes. I have big feet.
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Ciento becomes cien only when it is

directly followed by a masculine or feminine a3

The word cualguiera drops the

plural noun: final » when followed by any
singular noun:
Habian cien mesas en la fiesta Pueden reparar cualquier reloj.
de boda. They can fix any watch.

Veremos cualquier pelicula.

There were one hundred tables at the :
We’ll see any movie.

wedding reception.

Mi abuelo va a cumplir cien afios.
My grandfather is going to turn one hundred.

Me pagaron ciento treinta dolares.
They paid me one hundred thirty dollars.

Santo (Saint) becomes San when it is followed by a proper noun not begin-
ning with To... or Do...:

San José y San Francisco
Santa Ana y Santo Domingo

LA PrAcTICA 3

Write the shortened forms of each adjective below along with its definition in English:

. tercero tercer third

. cualquiera

. ciento

. grande

. primero

. alguno

. malo

(O NEE-N i or RS 5 - U R

. Santo

9. ninguno

10. bueno

The Adjectives 201




More Uses of the Adjective
Usos adicionales del adjetivo
An adjective that modifies two or more plural nouns of the same gender
remains in the plural of that gender:

Encontramos monedas y estampillas antiguas.
We found antique coins and stamps.

Les mando besos y abrazos amorosos.
I send you loving kisses and hugs.

However, if the nouns are of different genders, the adjective is generally left
in the masculine plural:

Son nifios y nifias europeos.
They’re European boys and girls.

Necesita una cuchara y un tenedor limpios.
He needs a clean spoon and fork.

When two adjectives modify a noun, they are generally placed after it, joined
by the word y:

Ella es una estudiante inteligente vy disciplinada.
She is an intelligent and disciplined student.

However, the two adjectives may also be joined without the y, where the
adjective of greater emphasis is mentioned last:

Tenia un mueble elegante francés.
I had an elegant French piece of furniture.

Pescan en las aguas azules frias.
They fish in the cold blue waters.

Hay un hueco profundo peligroso.

There’s a dangerous deep hole.

Nouns in Spanish may be used as adjectives also. A noun, however, does not
have to agree in number and gender with the noun it modifies:

¢Quién es la reina Madre? Who is the Queen Mother?
Eran programas piloto. They were pilot programs.
Somos primos hermanos. We’re first cousins.
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Past participles can also be used as adjectives, but they must agree in both gen-
der and number with the nouns they modify. They frequently give the location or
condition of people and things:

y dos ] There are two wrapped packages.
Mira la ropa moj Look at the wet clothing.
Busca They looked for hidden candies.

Past participles are frequently used as adjectives after the verbs ser and es tar:

The speakers were disconnected.
I'm not sitting in the kitchen.

Most adjectives in Spanish can also be used as nouns. They simply replace the
deleted noun with the English equivalent of the ___ one, or the ___ person. Notice
the use of the definite articles ¢l, 1a, los, and las:

‘ She cannot find the blue one.
A\cabo , I just spoke to the tall lady.

Trajo comid He brought food for the poor people.

Tenemos que cambiar I: We have to change the old ones.

la Cruz ]} the Red Cross

LA PRACTICA 4

Translate the adjective correctly and place it after each noun or nouns:

1. UGLY mesas y sillas mesas y sillas feas
2. MODERN apartamentos y casas
3. FAT AND SMALL conejos
4. WIDE calles y caminos
5. RED and BLUE el tnico libro
6. SWEET platanos y duraznos
7. SPANISH vendedores y clientes
8. NEW AND PRETTY pantalones
9 HARPY muchachas y muchachos
10. DIFFICULT el otro problema
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Co

mbine the three key words correctly, making sure all words agree:

11. 4/ casa/ pintar cuatro casas pintadas

12
18
14
15
. 16
17
18
19
20

. 1/ ojo/ cerrar

. 5/ chica/ confundir

. 2/ juguete/ perder

. 9/ carta/ escribir

. 6/ plato/ preparar

. 8/ huevo/ freir

. 3/ cheque/ firmar

. 7/ papa/ pelar

. 10/ olla/ cubrir

Create sentences that replace the noun with an article and adjective:

A
22.
29;
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.

Me di6 un vaso sucio. Me dio el sucio.

¢Dénde estdn las medias negras?

Traigame la pifia grande.

Llevaron las maletas nuevas.

No me gusta la pintura azul.

¢Has visto el drama italiano?

Solamente sirva el agua fria.

¢Prefieres leer la novela romdntica?

Invitamos a los estudiantes ingleses.

A mi me interesa la pelicula religiosa.
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Comparison of Adjectives, Adverbs, Nouns, and Verbs
Comparacion de adjetivos, adverbios, sustantivos y verbos
In Spanish, the comparison of two adjectives is usually formed by placing the
word mas or menos before an adjective, followed by the word que:

Jorge es mas alto que su hermano.
Jorge is taller than his brother.

Esta caja es menos pesada que la otra.
This box is less heavy than (not as heavy as) the other one.

Las ventanas fueron mas caras que las puertas.
The windows were more expensive than the doors.

Los estudiantes estarian menos nerviosos que los profesores.
The students will be less nervous than (not as nervous as) the teachers.

The adjectives bueno and malo, however, have irregular comparative forms
and do not require adverbs such as mas or menos:

bueno (good) > mejor (better)
malo (bad) > peor (worse)

La sopa de pollo es mejor que la ensalada de atin.
The chicken soup is better than the tuna salad.

Su viaje a Europa fue peor que su viaje a las Bahamas.
Her trip to Europe was worse than her trip to the Bahamas.

However, the expressions mas bueno and mas malo are sometimes used to
describe a person’s moral character:

Tu primer novio fue mas malo que el que tienes ahora.
Your first boyfriend was a worse guy than the one you have now.

The comparative forms for grande and pequeno are also irregular, but
strictly refer to age:

Arturo es mayor que el duefio de la compaiiia.
Arturo is older than the owner of the company.

Creo que tu padre es menor que mi madre.
I believe your father is younger than my mother.

Adverbs are compared in Spanish much like adjectives:

Virginia manejaba menos cuidadosamente que Miguel.
Virginia used to drive less carefully than Miguel.
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El pasto ha crecido mas rapidamente que los arbustos.
The grass has grown faster than the bushes.

The comparison of equality in Spanish involves the construction tan +
adjective/adverb + como.

Tus ojos son tan azules como el cielo.
Your eyes are as blue as the sky.

Ellos juegan tan bueno como Uds.
They play as well as you.

Lo hizo tan facilmente como un profesional.
He did it as easily as a professional.

However, when two nouns are compared as

equals, tan changes to tanto. Notice how tanto e :

Mejor and peor generally

must agree with the noun it modifies: preceds tie oS they modify,
whereas mavor and menor
Mis abuelos tuvieron tantos hijos usually follow them:
como mis padres. mejor idea better idea

primo menor  younger cousin

My grandparents had as many children
as my parents.

When two verbs are compared as equals, tan simply changes to tanto:

La Sra. Nario cultiva flores tanto como su vecina.
Mrs. Nario plants flowers as much as her neighbor.

Remember that the pattern for comparing nouns or verbs is similar to the
comparison of adjectives or adverbs:

ADJECTIVES: Es mas agudo que una navaja.
1t’s sharper than a razor.

ADVERBS: Pablo se mueve mas lentamente que una tortuga.
He moves slower than a turtle.

NOUNS: Ella tiene mas paciencia que una Santa.
She has more patience than a Saint.

VERBS: Ellos trabajan mas que nosotros.

They work more than us.
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LA PRAcTICA 5

Use either mds or menos to make these comparisons true:

1. King Kong/ alto/ ratén Mickey mas alto que

. El elefante/ pesado/ el ratén

. Un baile/ divertido/ un trabajo

. Las gallinas/ fuerte/ los caballos

. El acero/ duro/ la madera

. Los rios/ profundo/ los océanos

. Superhombre/ famoso/ ti

2
5
4
5. El dinero/ importante/ la vida
6
i
8
9

. Los conejos/ peligrosos/ los tigres

10. El desierto/ seco/ la selva

Replacements for que
Reemplazos de que
Than is translated by de or del instead of que before any numeral:

Perdieron menos del 25 por ciento.  They lost less than 25 percent.
No tenia mas de diez dolares. He didn’t have more than ten dollars.

Que is also replaced by de before phrases which take the place of a deleted
noun, such as el que, la que, los que, and 1as que:

Recibimos mas juguetes de los que nos regalaste.
We received more toys than (the toys) you gave us.

Comieron menos comida de la que ella preparé.
They ate less food than (the food) she prepared.

Whenever a clause suggests that there is already a standard for comparison
established in a sentence, que is replaced by de lo que:

La conversacion fue mas larga de lo que pensamos.
The conversation was longer than (what) we thought.
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Remember that a subject pronoun may also follow que in a comparative sen-
tence, unless the pronoun is an object of the verb, requiring the que + a + stressed
pronoun construction: ;

Bailo mejor que td. I dance better than you.
Usas el teléfono mas que nosotros. You use the phone more than we do.

El quiere mas a Cecilia que a ella. He loves Cecilia more than her.
A ellos les gusto el baile mas que a él. They liked the dance more than
he did.

Nadie or nada may also follow que in a comparative sentence:

Esa actriz canta mejor que nadie.
That actress sings better than anyone.

Mas que nada, quisiera recibir mi diploma.
More than anything, I would like to receive my diploma.

LA PRACTICA 6

Translate these sentences into Spanish:

1. He is older than his sister.

El es mayor que su hermana.

2. She cooks more than I.

3. The magazines are more interesting than the newspapers.

4. That ball is better than the other one.

5. I run slower than Juan.

6. The situation was more difficult than what he said.
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7. They have as many books as the library.

8. You (sing. form.) study less than us.

9. Sara dances better than anyone.

10. It will take less than two hours.

11. She is as pretty as a rose.

12. The kitchen is worse than the bathroom.

13. We used more pens than the ones you (sing. inf.) bought.

14. The girls worked more carefully than the boys.

15. My grandfather is younger than my grandmother.

Superlatives
Superlativos

'I'he superlative in Spanish generally consists of the definite article and noun

followed by the simple comparative form:

el gato mads grande the biggest cat
DEF. ART. NOUN COMPARATIVE FORM

la pregunta mas complicada the most complicated question
el articulo menos interesante the least interesting article
los relojes mas ruidosos the loudest clocks
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To complete a superlative sentence in Spanish, the word de is often added to
a prepositional phrase.

Fue la pregunta mas complicada de la clase.
It was the most complicated question in the class.

Leiamos el articulo menos interesante de la revista.
We read the least interesting article in the magazine.

Compro los perros mas ruidosos de la tienda.
He bought the loudest dogs in the store.

The absolute superlative in Spanish consists of the suffix -isimo, which gives
the adjective a meaning that might be expressed in English by very or extremely. If
the adjective ends in an unaccented vowel, the vowel is dropped before the suffix:

Este tren es lentisimo. This train is very slow.
Estabamos cansadisimos. We were extremely tired.
La piedra fue durisima. The rock was very hard.
Ellas estaban ocupadisimas. They were extremely busy.

If the adjective ends in a consonant or accented vowel, the suffix is simply
added. In terms of spelling, the z changes to ¢, the ¢ changes to qu, and the g changes
to gu when -isimo is added:

dificil > dificilisimo

feliz = felicisimo

rico > riquisimo

largo - larguisimo :

Technically, there are six adjectives in Spanish that do not require adverbs in
the comparative and superlative forms, although some are not used in everyday
speech:

POSITIVE COMPARATIVE SUPERLATIVE
bueno mejor optimo

malo peor pésimo

grande mayor maximo
pequefio menor.. . minimo

alto superior supremo

bajo inferior infimo
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Still another common use of the suffix
-isimo is with the adverb mucho:

iMuchisimas gracias!
Thank you so very much!

Te amo muchisimo.
I'love you very, very much.

Although uncommon, the following absolute superlative forms are also con-
sidered irregular:

amable (friendly) amabilisimo
bueno (good) bonisimo
cierto (true) certisimo
fiel (faithful) fidelisimo
sabio (wise) sapientisimo
nuevo (new) novisimo
fuerte (strong) fortisimo

LA PRACTICA 7

Change these words to the superlative form, and then translate to English:

1. cuchillo 1itil el cuchillo mas wtil the most useful knife

. soldados valientes

. doctora capaz

. oficinas elegantes

. avenida ancha

. policias simpdtico

. programa terrible

. divorcio rdpid

COEPMIOO. ' Oy iy = - 69 DY

. arboles verdes

—
S

. mesera cortés
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Change these words to the absolute superlative form:

11. tela fina la tela finisima

12. poema famoso

13. cara pélida

14. tareas faciles

15. comida rica

16. falda hermosa

17. perro feroz

18. retratos feos

19. pelo largo
20. hombre feliz

Eg
EL REPASO ?L‘

* Name three irregular verbs in the present tense.

* Name three irregular verbs in the preterit tense. -

* Name three irregular verbs in the future tense.

* Name three irregular past participles.

* Name three irregular present participles.

* Name three irregular verbs in the subjunctive mood.
* Name three irregular informal commands.

* Name three common uses of the definite article.

* Name three adjectives that have shortened forms.

* Name three nationalities found in the Far East.
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